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P o lic y re sp o n s ib ilit ie s  in c lu d e :

Co-ordinate review of the Community 
Empowerment (Scotland) Act 2015

Asset Transfer Legislation

Participation Requests Legislation

Participatory Budgeting

Oversight of Community Councils

Embedding Community Empowerment

Supporting national organisations working 
at grass roots level
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FINANCIAL SUP P ORT



Backg rou n d :
• Established in September 2020
• To deliberate and drive forward the strategic

direction of PB in Scotland.

NATIONAL P B STRATEGIC GROUP

'Fram e w ork for th e  Fu tu re  of P B in  Scot lan d ':
• 5 Themes: culture shift; climate justice; 

education; health and wellbeing; and 
housing. 

• 16 Priorities

Am b it ion : 
• "[...] that in five years' time, PB will be part of 

the core infrastructure of a constantly 
renewing democratic and community life 
across Scotland"



CULTURE SHIFT, 
LEADERSHIP  & LONG 
TERM THINKING

CROSS-CUTTING 
P RIORITIES

HEALTH & 
W ELLBEING

EDUCATION

HOUSING 

P RIORITIES

Fra m e w o rk  fo r t h e  Fu t u re  o f P B in  Sc o t la n d
THEME

• Evidence the long term impact of PB processes in a range of sectors 
including health, social care, education, housing as well as on democracy.

• Fin d  t h e  b e s t  ro le  fo r P B in  a  c ro ss -c u t t in g  issu e  o f c lim a t e  ju s t ic e .
• Lead the way to develop PB that compliments and supports equalities 

and rights based budgeting.

• Public Sector Partners use PB to collaborate more effectively with the 
community.

• Use PB to create opportunities for direct participation in decisions around 
sustainable transport options.

• Supports the Independent Review of Adult Social Care’s recommendation to 
explore PB for better participation in decision making.

• More explicit links to the National Performance Framework and Community Empowerment, integrating PB 
with wider policy development and implementation.

• That PB is constantly tested against a broader ambition of ensuring that our democracy is addressing and 
responding to the exclusion of marginalised groups.

• Continuous learning through evaluation.
• Encourages Scottish Government to hold PB processes directly.

• Support high quality PB processes in education.
• Particular focus on developing PB further in secondary schools.
• Use PB to address challenges of poverty and inequality of children by sharing decision making on the allocatio  

of the Pupil Equity Fund.

• Housing providers to use PB to engage with tenants and the wider community in the allocation of funds.
• Develop ways to include PB within efforts to end homelessness through a co-productive approach alongside 

people with lived experience of homelessness, front line workers, services and communities.



2 .   SCOTLAND'S CLIMATE COMMITMENT



"when leaders like me listen to you, 
ge nuine ly lis t e n  t o  p e o p le ’s  vo ice s…
t he n  I b e lie ve  t ha t  will and  ce rt a in ly 
should  le ad  t o  fa ire r o u t co m e s , and  

out com e s  t ha t  a re  re sp e c t e d  m ore  b y 
e ve ryb od y whose  live s  a re  im p a c t e d  

b y t h e m " 

1.   P OLITICAL COMMITMENTS

• In  20 19 , Sco t land  d e c la re d  a  c lim a t e  
e m e rge n cy. 

• De live r a  jus t  t rans it ion  t o  n e t  ze ro  b y 
20 45, wit h  an  am b it ious  t a rge t  o f a  
75% re d uc t io n  in  e m iss io n s  b y 20 30 .

• Com m it m e n t  t o  a  ne t  ze ro  and  
c lim at e  re s ilie n t  fu t ure  in  a  way t ha t  
is  fa ir  an d  ju s t  fo r e ve ryo n e . FIRST MINISTER, NICOLA STURGEON 

COP 26 GLOBAL ASSEMBLY SP EECH 
1 NOVEMBER 20 21 

Ne t  Ze ro  Sco t lan d Co m m un it y Em p o we rm e n t



COP 26 IN GLASGOW



[...] Give n  t h e  o p p o rt u n it y, lo ca l co m m u n it ie s  ca n  
d e ve lo p  e ffe c t ive  so lu t io n s t h a t  re sp o n d  t o  lo ca l 

n e e d s w h ile  a lso  h e lp in g  t a ckle  w id e r so c ie t a l 
issu e s, su ch  a s  c lim a t e  ch a n g e .

Tom Arthur, MSP
Minister for Public Finance, Planning & 

Community Wealth



• Explore the use of PB as part of wider support for 
com m u n ity-le d  clim a te  act ion . 

• Identify opportunities at COP26 to develop PB for 
climate action -identifying opportunities to 
develop programmes specifically in volvin g  
sch ools an d  you n g  p e op le .

• Continue  work with cou n cils to embed climate 
principles into wider participatory budgeting 
initiatives. 

P ROGRAMME FOR GOVERNMENT 20 21/22



3 .   P RACTICAL SUP P ORT FOR GREEN P B



J UST TRANSITION FUND

• North East - carbon intensive 
economy, reliant on oil and gas 
industry

• Just Transition ten year £500 
million capital fund in the North 
East of Scotland

• £1 million (from £20 million) ring -
fenced for PB 

• Ensuring "no one is left behind" 



SUMMARY
We have a legal commitment to ending 
Scotland's contribution to global climate 
change by 2045. 

It is imperative that communities are 
empowered to play their full part in this 
collective journey to net zero. 

Green PB is an important tool among other 
methods to strengthen participatory 
democracy and tackle the subsequent 
climate agenda. 

Value partnership approach in learning 
from other nations about the use of PB in 
addressing climate change. 



THANK YOU

Fu rth e r In fo:

Kathleen Glazik - ka t h le e n .g la zik@g o v.sc o t
Tricia Ma - t ric ia .m a @g o v.sc o t

Gre e n  P a rt icip a tory Bu d g e t in g  
W e b site

w w w .p b scot lan d .scot /g re e n -p b
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